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Predation is part of all natural systems and Rio
Grande wild turkeys are preyed upon by a wide
variety of predators during different life history
stages. Predator management may be effective on
a small scale and over a short duration, but it is
impractical at larger scales. Wildlife managers
must understand the tradeoffs that exist with
predator management. For example, reduction of a
specific predator may release other predator
populations, having the opposite of the intended
effect. A Rio Grande wild �W�X�U�N�H�\�¶�Vbest defense
against predators is quality habitat. Therefore,
resources that improve existing habitat will have a
lasting effect on Rio Grande wild turkey
populations. Additionally, all hawks, eagles,
falcons, and owls are protected under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act.
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